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TO THE FOLLOWING: 

Name Company Fax# Telephone # 

Examiner Alex Troy USPTO 1-571-273-6300 



MESSAGE: 



THIS MESSAGE IS WTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTmr TO WHICH H IS ADDRESSED AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS 
PRIVIL£GED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISaOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE INTENDED 
RECPIENT, OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSBLE FOR DELIVERING THE MESSAGE TO THE WTENDED RECPIENT. YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFED THAT 
ANY DISSEMWATION. DISTRBUTION OR COPYNG OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICUY PROHBITED. F YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN 
ERROR. PLEASE NOTFY US IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE AND RETURN THE ORIGINAL MESSAGE TO US AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS BY MAL. THANK YOU. 

F YOU HAVE ANY TRANSMISSION DFFICULTY, 
PIEASE CONTACT THE FACSWIE DEPARTMENT AT (312) 701-7717 

Beriin Brussels CharloKe Chicago Cologne Frankfurt Houston London Los Angeles New York Palo Alto Paris Washington, D.C. 
Independent Mexico City Correspondent: Jauregui. Navaretey Nader S.C. 

Maye. Brown. Rowe & Msw LLP operates in combination with our assodated Engish linvted liability partnership in the offices listed at>ove. 
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SEP 2 0 2006 



September 20, 2006 

BY FACSIMILE 

571-273-8300 and 571-273-1953 

Examiner Alex Troy 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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BROWN 
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& M A W 



Mayer, Brown. Rowe & Maw LLP 

71 South Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Illinois B060&4637 

Main Tel (312) 782-0600 
Main Fax (312) 701-7711 
www.mayeit)rownr0we.cofn 

Robert S.RIgg 

Direct Tel (312) 701 7354 
Direct Fax (312) 706-9152 
rr(ggOinayemrDwnrowe.coin 



In re: Application of Marcus Braun 

Serial No.: 10/815.394 

Filing Date: April 1,2004 

Title: SURGICAL INSTRUMENT 

Group Art Unit: 3731 

Examiner: Alex Troy 

Attorney Docket No. 04265352 



Dear Examiner Troy: 

Pursuant to a conversation with Examiner Alex Troy, applicant is resubmitting copies of 
its prior IDS subniission, including form 08A that was previously submitted on April 12, 2005. 

Very truly yours, 

Kobert S. Rigg /^// 
Reg. No. 36,991 1/ 

RSR/cas 
Enclosure 



Berlin Brussels Chailotte Chicago Cologne Frankfurt Houston Ijondon Los Angeles New York Palo Alto Paris Washington. D.C. 
Independent Mexico City Correspondem: Jaiire^. Nevanrete y Nader S.C. 

Mayer. Brown. Rowe & Maw LLP operates in combination with our associated Engfish limited liatnlity partnership in the offices listed above. 
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Application 
(TM/rrU/PAT) 
Fee to Dqxssit Acct 
Recordal Documents 
Statement of Use 
Maintenance Fee 
Other (specify) 



Request for 
Extension of Time 
( ) Specimens 

8 & 15 Affidavit 
Renewal Applxi. 



]y Cover Letter 



Attorney jDAij/O /T? ' yi^/jnOl 
Applicant /^/te<g^S 

Mattef/Title vS" d >g g> / Gl /f 

U.S.S.N. / ^^S- ~ 

Fee Amoom ' ' Deposit Acct Used Y<Si>> 

Due Date Mailing Date -^-y^ -^dXS^ 
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tWI2/05- 3:28 PM 
Date/Time Form Submitted 
()4/I2/05 - 11:59 p.m. 
Dat«/Trin0 Delivory Required 

PICKUP FROM: 



SPECIAL WSTRUCnOHS! 



David M. Thimmig 3020 8593 

ider [ 060S8 /C8008201 ] Offioe LocatI Extension 

Express Mail (PO to Addressee) [ 103 ] US Mail 

Class of Service Otiier 

DEUVERTO: . 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
MAIL STOP: IDS 
P.a BOX 1450 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 



: SI»ECIAL IN8tRUC4iC»» 



04265352 5477^4 
Matter/Charge No. 

Charge 



iiiiiiiiiiiLi 



Ev ii33S<iaa7 us 



I II I I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I I ijgjjm— — 

^ ^ wi"* *••' •.. ;a fi ■= ^ ...J 

. .;•ilrf-_...r«^....^^;i.:^l:v;^ -i-ii-r— j-S 1 tl../ 

. • . ,>.tHit.-iry : H.;K..Mi R-.v i!;.! rut* 



EXPRESS 



Cuatomer Copy 

UiMi IVF Octobor 2001 



utureo Tares posmt seitvKe* Po&t OffiCOlb AddreSSM 







1 (Miy«i> Atttfnpt 




1 Errpiovw Staii^i''"* 

! 






...'AM ..JhW 






I tXsll'.'Ri-v •'W»v;«)l 


THftl!> 






' :.to. Day 


L' .: Ajji 1 J PM 














i Ma. Oa^ 


I Jam .LJfw. 


J ci'',;lovs-7 S!gn/jl-..fe 





^ mim II I i^wt^d»lWwryiob*fnid>iwltiQtitob>^n>tqi*pw<tui»qf 



NOOeUVERY 



□ □ 



I L 



FOR PICKUP OR TRACKfNG CALL 1 800 222-1311 WVyw.USpS.COm 
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RECEIVED 
CENTRAL B^X CENTER 

SEP 2 0 2006 



PATENT 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 04265352 
THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re: application of: 
Marcus Braun 
Serial No.: 10/815,394 
Filing Date: April 1,2004 
For: SURGICAL INSTRUMENT 



Group Art Unit: 3731 
Examiner: UNKNOWN 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY ''EXPRESS MAIL** 
-'EXPRESS MAIL** MaiUng Label No. EV 1 13359007 US 
DateofDepoyil: April 12. 20QS 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposiced with the 
Unitcsa States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to 
Addressee** under 37 CPR l.lOoa the date indicated above and is 
addiessed to: Commisstoner For Patents. Mail Stop: IDS, P.O. 
Bm 1450, AiexBiidcia, VA 223I3>14S0 



By. Timothy Hn] 




Commissioner For Patents 
Mail Stop: IDS 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

TRANSMITTAL LETTER 

Dear Sir 

Transmitted herewith for the above-captioned patent application are: 

1 . Information Disclosure S tatcment Under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b); 

2. Form PTO/SB/08A Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant with copies of 
references listed therein, an abstract and a foreign search report; and 

3. Postcard acknowledging receipt of same. 

If there are any additional fees due in connection with the filing of this Response, please 
charge the fees to our Deposit Account No. 1 3-00 1 9. 

Respectfully submitted. 




David M, Thimmig 
Attorney Reg, No. 36.034 
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Dated: April 12, 2005 

MAYER. BROWN, ROWE &. MAW LLP 

P.O. Box 2828 

Chicago. IL 60690-2828 

Customer No. 26565 

(312)701-8593 



2 
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CENTRAL FAX GBNTLH 

SEP 2 0 2006 



PATENT 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 04265352 



THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re: appiication of: 

Marcus Braun 
Serial No.: 10/815,394 
Filing Date: April 1,2004 
For: SURGICAL INSTRUMENT 



Commissioner For Patents 
Mail Stop: IDS 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Group Art Unit: 3731 
Examiner: UNKNOWN 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY "EXPRESS MAIL" 
"EXPRESS MAIL** MaiUng Ubel No. EV 1 13359007 US 
Dale ofDqNBiL April 12. 2005 

I hereby certiry that this piper or fee is being dqKsiied with the 
United Scatei Fosiai Service '^Express Meil Past OfRec lo 
Addressee" under 37 CFR 1. 10 oo the dale indicaiiBd above and is 
addressed toe ConmussiGiier fiDr Patents. Mail Slop: IDS, P.O. 
Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 




Peison Mailing Papers 



INFORMA TION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R> §l.!r7(b> 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and L97(b), Applicant brings to the attention of the 
Examiner the references listed on the attached Form PTO 1449, This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed prior to the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, and therefore it 
is believed that no fee is due v^ith this submission. 

Copies of the listed documents are attached along with an English language abstract for 
the non-English document is enclosed. Also enclosed is a copy of a foreign search report. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the hsted documents and 
evidence that consideration of relevant portions thereof by making appropriate notations on the 
attached form. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art exists 
and does not constitute an admission that the listed references arc material or constitute "prior 
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art/' If it should be determined that the listed references do not constitute "prior art" under 
United States law. Applicant reserves the right to present to the Office the relevant facts and law 
regarding the appropriate status of such references. 

Applicant further reserves the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability 
of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of the documents be 
applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this statement, please charge the fee 
to our Deposit Account No. 13-0019. 



Dated: April 12, 2005 

MAYER, BROWN, ROWE & MAW LJLP 
P.O. Box 2828 
Chicago. IL 60690-2828 
(312) 701-8593 
Customer No. 26565 



13247661 2 
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Respectfully submitted. 




David M. Thimmig 
Attorney Reg. No. 36,034 
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Undei the Paoeiwoifc Retfudton Act of 1995. pouenom are npqutrpd to n 



mOfSBJfMA (08-03) 
Approved fof U89 through 07/31/2006. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Tr adenwrh OffiDe; U.S. 0EPARTMB4T OP COMMERCE 
to a coltection of Intemiatton unless it contrfni ■ vrtM QM B cpnaol numbm. 



Sutetitute (or Ibnn 1449/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Usm at mmny *h—ta n necesMrx^ 



CompietB if Known 



Application Nivnber 



Filing 



First Named Inventor 



April 1, 2004 



Art Unit 



Exanftiner Neme 



10/815.394 



Marcus Braun 



3731 



Unknown 



Attorney Docfcet Number 



04265352 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Exeminef 
InHiats* 


Oie 
No.' 


Docui'iioiit Nuftiboc 


Pubticalion Date 
MM-OD-YYYY 


Name of Potontoe or 
AppBcanl of Cited Document 


Pegea, Colisnro, Lines. Whero 
Retovant Passagee or Relevant 
Figuree Appeer 


Number-Kind Code* ^^^^ 






US- E o-t o ftOQ 












R RAQ 637 


08/27/1996 


Crainich, Lawrenco 








5.827»323 


10/27/1998 


Klieman, Chaiies H.. et a] . 








^6,309.403 81 


10/30/2001 


Minor, Mark A., et al. 








us- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












U5- 












us- 












us. 












US- 












US- 












US- 












us< 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT OQCU 


MEHTS 


Examiner 
in«ai«- 


Cite 
Mo.* 


Foraigift Patent OooumanI 


Date 
MM^)D-YYYY 


Name ol Patentee or 
Applcant of Cited CXxximent 


Paget, Columna, Unas, 
wtwre Relevam Paaaagea 
Or Ralevanl FlguTM Appear 










DE 10036108 Al 


11/15/2001 


Schwarz, Knut M . , el 


al. 











































































Exafniner 
Signature 



Date 

Consldated 



'EXAMINER: <nitia< if reference considered. ¥»halher or not dtation a in conformance wfth MPCP 609. Draw line ttwough citation tf not In cuiconnance aixf hd 
oonoiderQd. Include <xipy of tttis hum with next oommunicatkMi to appllcanL *App<icani:a unique dtetmn designadon number (opttoneO^ 'See Kinds Code* of 
USPTO Potent Documenis at www.uBoto.oetf or MPEP 901.04. ^ Enter Office ttfat Iseued the dooumenL by the tw»4etlBr code (WlPO SttndanI 8T.3). For 
Japonpae patent docupnent*, tfw bidkatlon of (he yeer of the reign of the Emperor mwsi praoade Aa aerial mimber of (he petient documenL hOmS of document t»y 
the appfDpriata symbolft as indlceted on the document under WlPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ^Applicant is to place a check marit here If En^^ language 
Tronstotion is ettac^d. 

This coascdon of inlonnation is requtrad by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information Is required to obtain or retain a ber^ by the pubic which Is to file (and by the 
USPTO to precessi vi epplfcabon. ConlMentialllr is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. TMa oottadion is estimated to tafce 2 hours to comptelfr. 
including gathering, preparing, and submHIing the oomplelad appfcation tbmi to the USPTO. Time win vary depending upon me Indhridual case. Any oommenls 
on the amount of lime you requiro to ccmpleta tMs tonri andA^r suggestions lor reducing Has burdBn, should Im sont to (he Chief Informailon Officer. U.3. Patent 
and TrademaiK Office. P.O. Box 1450. Alaxaridrte. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS* SEND 
TO: CommiSMonar for Patent*. P.O. Box 1490, AlexendrU* VA 22313-1450. 

If you nwd assistance in comfiMing tha form. ca0 1-900^X0-9199 (1 -600-766-^9 199} and saiaCt option 2. 
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